Don't Get Burned:
Preventing Battery Fires
Before They Spark

The
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You may have known us as Call2Recycle @
We are now The Battery Network

A name reflecting the nationwide system we operate to collect, transport, and
recycle batteries safely.

+ Our work has grown beyond collections and recycling

& Battery use and fire risk have increased, sparking more legislation

O
L}’. We connect every part of the battery lifecycle through one trusted system
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Safe battery recycling depends on a coordinated
system that includes:
* Public education and clear recycling guidance

* Accessible battery collection locations

Network supplies to collection
sites across the U.S.
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Processors recycle batteries, \/ collect batteries for recycling

» Safe transportation and logistics
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These batteries are not exported
Public Sites include Municipal

outside OECD countries.
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When these pieces work together, batteries can be managed e S
safely and valuable materials can be recovered.
BATTERY SORTERS
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Identifying Damaged & Defective Batteries E
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Thermal Event: Lithium Battery Fire

Thermal runaway occurs when

a battery:

* Overheats

e Short circuits

 Becomes damaged or defective

Possible warning signs:

* Smoke

* Popping sounds

* Rapid temperature rise
e Strong chemical odor

If a battery begins overheating or smoking:
* |solate the battery if it is safe to do so
* Follow facility fire response procedures
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Why Battery Incidents Are Increasing @

Several trends are driving safety risks:

« Rapid growth of lithium-ion batteries

* Increasing number of battery-powered devices
* Higher energy density

« Harder to identify battery chemistries
* More counterfeit batteries are on the market
 Improper disposal by consumers
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More Power. More Risk. %

Higher-energy lithium-ion batteries are already appearing in waste
and recycling systems.

« Growing number of
products are being
“electrified”

* Require special handling,
packaging, and shipping

* Recycling programs are
evolving to meet these
needs
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Voluntary Industry Programs

E-Bike

Accepted E-Bike Battery Brands
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What Is Extended Producer @
Responsibility (EPR)?

EPR laws require battery manufacturers to:

* Fund recycling programs

» Support collection infrastructure

* Provide education and outreach

* Ensure responsible recycling

Goal:

 Create a sustainable system for battery collection and recycling.
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Growth in Battery EPR

M Current EPR Laws
M 2026 Bills Likely

Federal Requirements for Battery Recycling
In the U.S., federal law requires, with certain
exceptions, used nickel cadmium (Ni-Cd) and small
sealed lead acid (Pb) batteries to be managed as
Universal Waste (40 CFR Part 273). The Universal
Waste Rule prohibits handlers (e.g., contractors)
from disposing of waste Ni-Cd and Pb batteries and
further indicates that these batteries must be sent
for recycling.
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What EPR Means for Local Programs @

For municipalities and facilities, EPR programs can provide:
« Expanded collection opportunities

* Producer-funded recycling systems
 Portable, Medium-Format, and Damaged Batteries

* Increased public education
« Safer battery management solutions

©2026 The Battery Network. All rights reserved. 13



Simplifying Battery Collection

New collection approaches aim to:
* Reduce sorting reguirements

* Improve safety during storage and
transport

FIRE SUPPRESANT

« Streamline preparation for No sorting.
. : No tapping.
Shlpplng No bagging.

Example of a mixed-battery collection system
that allows facilities to consolidate batteries
safely without extensive preparation.
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New York State Rechargeable Battery [E3
Law - New

Rechargeable battery manufacturers must arrange for and finance the recycling of rechargeable batteries under the
new regulation:

 Upto 50 Ib. battery (max. of 10)

* Includes E-Mobility (e-bike & e-scooters) & Damaged Battery Take-Back
* Minimize Co-Location of collection sites and residents

* Collection sites beyond retail - municipal collection sites

Next Steps

¢ Submission of Amendment to Existing Approved plan by June 17th, 2026
* Implementation occurring in late 2026.
* Expansion of the municipal collection network — outreach to sites Late Summer 2026.
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What You Need to Know

Key Take-A-Ways

e Batteries aren’t all the same! Assess what batteries you are receiving or will receive.
* Choose a recycler and packaging solution that suits YOUR needs.
 Know where it goes? Inquire about the downstream of where YOUR batteries are going for final recycling.
* Train your staff, Train them again, AND Continue to Train them!

 Damaged battery identification

* Emergency procedures — when a thermal event occurs ... what does your staff do?

e Watt Hour “Equation” ... Volts * Amp Hour = Watt Hour

* OneDrum (Reach out to The Battery Network — maybe you qualify for FREE packaging under the new Law).
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What questions do you have?
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Thank you.

Todd Ellis, Vice President — Services & Solutions

tellis@ bat,terynetwork.org Network
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