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State of Waste & Recycling

Collection: 140,000 to 145,000 routed trucks in service

Truck Cost

$300,000 to $450,000

Container Costs
Residential: $75 for 96 gallon

Commercial: $1,500 to $2,500 (2 to 8 yard)

Roll-off: $3,000 to $10,000 (10 to 40 yard)

Pricing
Residential price: $25 to $60 per household per month

Commercial price: $200 to $1,000 per month (customer specific 

drives the range) 
Maintenance capital spending 5% to 10% of revenues

Single stream MRF: $1.0 million to $1.5 million per TPH capacity

Land cost additional

TPH capacity with 40-60 TPH ideal

Maintenance capital spending 5% to 8% of revenues

Price: $60 to $100 per ton to tip

Recycling: 330 single stream and about 550 total recycling facilities in service



State of Waste & Recycling

Landfill Waste-to-Energy

Initial investment for a 1,000 TPD facility: 

$150 million to $200 million

Replacement cell development: up to $1 million per 

acre

Maintenance capital spending 10% to 15% of 

revenues

30-year closure and post closure financial obligation

Tip fee: $25 to $125 per ton

~1,430 in operation and ~2,500 closed

Initial investment for a 600,000 TPY facility 

(2,000 TPD): $2 billion

Maintenance capital spending is 10% of revenues

Tip fee: $60 to $140 per ton



State of Waste & Recycling

All things Waste & Recycling in U.S. and Canada is nearly $226 billion in direct revenue.

For every direct dollar of revenue there are $3 to $5 indirect dollars of economic value created locally.

It takes $3 to $10 of capital for every dollar of revenue: Over $1 trillion in capital invested!

Virtually all of that investment is by private sector.



State of Solid Waste



Battery Fire Frequency is Rapidly Increasing

448 Publicly reported battery fires in 2025*, causing $2.5 billion in damages

Risk is no longer seasonal -

battery fires are occurring 

consistently year-round

• Disposable vape surge 

• E-bikes/scooters 

• Cordless and smart 

devices 

• Embedded batteries in 

everyday products

~1.2 billion 

disposable vapes 

discarded annually

A Year-Round Issue More Lithium-Ion Batteries in Waste Stream

*U.S. and Canada



Approximately 100 catastrophic events in 2025 

Repair costs ranging from hundreds of 

thousands to tens of millions

Facility Shutdowns Insurance Pressure Equipment Loss Worker Safety Risks Service Disruption Environmental Impact

Significant Operational Disruption



Battery Focus: Educating the Public

batterysafetynow.org

National Waste & Recycling Foundation: 

USDA Forest Service PSA Partnership with Woodsy Owl

• Battery Recovery: “Skip the BIN –Turn the Batteries In!”



Grounded in Research



Battery Disposal – Awareness Gaps

• Most participants unaware of the serious fire risk posed by lithium-ion 

batteries.

• Many do not know about local drop-off programs (e.g., Home Depot, 

Best Buy).

• Sentences and phrasing that emphasize the danger of improper battery 

disposal coupled with positive ways that danger can be avoided resonate 

with participants.

• Avoid the word “recycle” when talking about battery recovery and 

correct disposal, as it leads people to their curbside bin – focus on 

“recovery” 



Resources and More Available for Download



Event Types

WOODSY-ONLY EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH (2-4 

hours): Perfect for short events, indoor or outdoor with limited 

space. What’s included:

• NWRF staff Woodsy costume* 

• Swag kit (handouts, stickers, wristbands, etc.) 

• Social media promotion design**

• Other signage, design needs 

EDUCATIONAL POP-UP (3-5 hours): Perfect for events that 
scheduled with short turnaround, indoor or outdoor with limited 
space. What’s included:

• Branded set up/Shipping (tent, step & repeat, chairs, table, 
banners, t-shirts or sweatshirts for volunteers)

• NWRF staff Woodsy costume*

• Swag kit (handouts, stickers, wristbands, some premium 
giveaways, etc.) 

• Social media promotion design**

• Other signage, design needs 

* Your organization will need to provide someone to wear the Woodsy costume or 

hire a professional. Instruction will be provided by NWRF staff to person in costume. 

** If your event is public facing, we suggest a budget of $2,000 - $8,000 to promote 

your event with geo-targeted social media outreach. 



Event Types

FULL POP-UP TAKE-BACK (3-5 hours): Perfect 

for organized events with a month of lead time for 

promotion. Outdoor/delivery accessible space. What’s 

included:

• Branded set up/shipping (tent(s) step & repeat, 

chairs, table, banners, t-shirts or sweatshirts for 

volunteers)

• The Battery Network OneDrums and staff 

support *** 

• NWRF staff 

• Woodsy Costume*

• Swag kit (handouts, stickers, wristbands, some 

premium giveaways, etc.) 

• Social media promotion design**

• Other signage, design needs 

* Your organization will need to provide someone to wear the Woodsy costume or 

hire a professional. Instruction will be provided by NWRF staff to person in costume. 

** If your event is public facing, we suggest a budget of $2,000 - $8,000 to promote 

your event with geo-targeted social media outreach. 



Event Types

WOODSY’S AIRSTREAM/FULL POP-UP TAKE-BACK (3-5 

hours): Perfect for organized events with a month of lead time for 

promotion. Outdoor/delivery accessible space. What’s included:

• Woodsy’s Interactive “Find all the batteries” Airstream 

delivered to event sight.

• Branded set up (tent(s), chairs, tables, banners, t-shirts or 

sweatshirts for volunteers)

• The Battery Network OneDrums and staff support *** 

• NWRF staff

• Woodsy Costume*

• Swag kit/shipping (handouts, stickers, wristbands, some 

premium giveaways, etc.) 

• Social media promotion design**

• Other signage, design needs 

* Your organization will need to provide someone to wear the Woodsy costume or hire a professional. 

Instruction will be provided by NWRF staff to person in costume. 

** If your event is public facing, we suggest a budget of $2,000 - $8,000 to promote your event with geo-

targeted social media outreach. 

*** Cost of collection is based on location of event. 



Scan to Learn More

www.batterysafetynow.org
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