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About the City of Albany

• Approximately 100,000 full time residents - 30,000 
households

• 22.9% poverty rate 

• Landfill closing in 2028

• New 10-year Solid Waste Management Plan



Albany Composts and Albany Reuses

The City of Albany’s Department of General Services has 
committed extensive resources to expanding waste 
diversion options for City of Albany residents.

Two new divisions created since 2019.



Albany Composts Keys to Success – Partnerships 



Albany Composts Keys to Success – Staff and Funding 

Received $625,000 from New York 
State Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

“Three options” community  
composting program.

• New drop-off locations
• Funding to drop-off partners
• Continuing education
• Event collections

Full Time 
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Option #1 - Backyard
Residents register by phone or online. Review web-based materials and take a quiz. 
Albany Composts staff schedule in-person delivery bins and brochure and provide 
continuing education.
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Option #2 - Drop-Off
Same process as backyard program. Participants receive a free kitchen 
scraps bin and have access to 2 full time drop-off sites with an 
additional 10 to be added in near future.

Tivoli Farm and Preserve Radix Ecological Center Smart Bins



Option #3 – Curbside
Residents contact and pay pickup fee to collection partners 
directly. We pay for the cost of the curbside collection bin.



Albany Reuses –

• Six free events per year.

• Free to donate items and free to take 
items.

• City of Albany staff set up and maintain 
tables and racks.

• Record weight of items as they come in.

• Leftovers items are stored and brought to 
next event.

• After last event, remaining items are 
donated to network of local organizations.



Thank you!
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