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At RRS’ We: SYSTEMS THINKING

Have 35+ years solving for circularity,
materials management, and
sustainable products & packaging

Guide collaboration to tackle
infrastructure and recovery
challenges

PUBLIC-PRIVATE
FUNDING

Have U.S.-based experts specializing
in materials, sustainability, and life
cycle management solutions

Support brands, retailers, trade
groups, manufacturers, and beyond

Unique knowledge and experience in
crafting sustainable, responsible, and
impactful strategies

recycle.com
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Textile Recovery in New York State:

A comprehensive assessment of data and
heeds.
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MSW TEXTILE COMPOSITION IN NY STATE

Overall MSW 5%
Household Waste 6%
Commercial & Institutional Waste 4%

TEXTILE WASTE PROPORTIONS BY URBANICITY
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Textile Waste Grew FAST

PERCENT CHANGE IN ABSOLUTE TONS AND TONS PER CAPITA WASTE GENERATION 2000-2018
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NYS Solid Waste Management Plan 2023-2032: Textile Goals

Goal 1.2: Support waste reduction and reuse within the commercial and industrial sectors in New York State through education, engagement, and policy.

Implementation Tim
plementatio eto Government Partners and Key Stakeholders
Lead Implement

1.2.9

1.2.10

1.2.11

1.2.17

Cs™m

Support projects and programs that enhance secondary markets, donations,

and exchanges for useable products, such as textiles, home goods, furniture,
appliances, building materials, and industrial by-products

Support prohibitions on the disposal of textiles that can be reused or
recycled and encourage transparency in the supply chain about resource
consumption, GHG emissions, and social issues relating to textile production and
disposal DEC estimates that approximately 1.4 billion pounds of clothing and textiles
are disposed of in the state each year In addition to environmental concerns, the
apparel and textile industries are also known for below-standard, dangerous, and
unsafe working conditions Supporting this type of legislation will help address these
issues

Support initiatives that ban or prevent unsold retail goods. including
textiles, from going to disposal

Support efforts to reduce textile shedding and migration of
microfibers into the environment by conducting research with colleges and

universities in New York State, evaluating policy approaches, developing best
practices and educational materials to help reduce the negative impacts of these
fibers, and identifying target audiences for these resources
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DEC

Legislative

Legislative

DEC

Ongoing

5 years
Propose — 2024
Begin — 2029

5 years
Propose — 2024
Begin — 2029

3 years
Begin — 2024

Municipalities, local planning units, industry,
donation and reuse
organizations, recyclers, consumers

DEC, textiles industry, recycling industry,
retailers, donation and reuse organizations and
businesses, environmental organizations,
environmental justice organizations, Indian
Nations, municipalities, local planning units,
consumers

DEC, textiles industry, manufacturers, retailers,
donation and reuse organizations and businesses,
environmental organizations, environmental
justice organizations, Indian Nations,
municipalities, local planning units, consumers

Colleges and universities, textile industry, plastic
manufacturers, environmental organizations,
environmental justice organizations, Indian
Nations, municipalities, local planning units,
operators of WRRFs



NYS Solid Waste Management Plan 2023-2032: Textile Goals

Goal 2.5: Increase knowledge of and pathways for increased textile and furniture circularity.

. Implementation .
Action Items Time to Implement | Government Partners and Key Stakeholders

Support EPR for the management of clothing, shoes, other DEC, textiles industry, manufacturers, retailers,

textiles, and furniture environmental organizations, environmental

> years justice organizations, Indian Nations
2.5.1 Legislative Propose — 2024 Justice orga ’ . .
. municipalities, local planning units, waste
Begin — 2029 . .
management industry, consumers, donation
and reuse organizations
Promote existing procurement guidelines and necessary 5
years

2.5.2 updates to encourage and support sustainable textile DEC Begin — 2024 OGS, textiles industry, textiles retailers
purchasing and textile recycling by state agencies

Work with colleges and universities within New York State to Colleges and universities, textiles industry,
better understand textile donation and recycling rates and CSMM, textile donation, recycling, and reuse
S . . 3 years L
2.5.3 current limitations in order to create a roadmap to increase DEC Begin — 2024 organizations
egin —

textile diversion and recycling in New York State and reduce
exports and disposal

Goal 5.2: Support legislation, policy, and initiatives that reduce the presence of toxic materials and contaminants in products and increase public awareness.

. Implementation | _.
Action Items Time to Implement | Government Partners and Key Stakeholders

5.2.13 Implement statutory restrictions on PFAS in apparel, provide Textile and apparel manufacturers,
guidance to affected entities to ensure industry compliance, and DEC 5 years distributors, retailers, consumers,
educate the public on the necessity for this action Begin — 2024 environmental organizations, environmental

justice organizations, Indian Nations
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Data Gaps
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Despite an active marketplace of textile donation, bin
collection, thrift, and peer-to-peer trade, there is limited
data on the size, health, and functionality of the overall
textile diversion economy, including:

* Generation and Collection
* Handling Facilities
* Commodity Pricing

* Downstream Disposition




Policy is
Critical to
Drive Textile
Recovery




Federal
Enacted
* US Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act
(2021)

* US SEC Proposed Rules on the
Enhancement and Standardization of
Climate-Related Disclosures for Investors
-33-11042

Introduced

* H.R.1239 - The Voluntary Sustainable
Apparel Labeling Act

* H.R. 5502 Fashion Accountability and
Building Real Institutional Change Act
(FABRIC Act)

Washington
Introduced
* HB 1107 (Mena) - The Fashion Act
* HB 1420 (Reeves) — Textile EPR Bill
* WA Transparency in Supply Chains -

SB 5541
California
Enacted
* Climate Corporate Accountability Act
(2022)
Introduced

* AB 405 (Addis) — Fashion
Environmental Accountability Act

Current State of Circular Textile
Policy in the U.S.

New York

Enacted

* NYC Commercial Textile
Waste Disposal Ban

* Ban on PFAS in Apparel
(2025)

* NY Textile Act to Support
Animal and Plant Fiber

B EPR for Textiles & Other Circular Textile Leg M Introduced leg ™ Enacted Circular Textile Leg Growing, Processing, and

Not comprehensive.

Textile Manufacturing
Introduced
* S$3217 (Kavanagh) — Textile
EPR
* S 4558A (Kelles) —

Fashion Sustalnablllty and
‘V Social Accountability Act

Massachusetts
Enacted
* Textile Waste Disposal Ban (2022)
Introduced
* HD4220 (Rogers/Nguyen) —
Fashion Sustainability and
Accountability Act

Pennsylvania
Enacted
* Reversed ban on recycled content
in plush toys
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EPR for
Textiles is a

Growing
Trend

Voluntary: Colombia (2024), Australia
(2024)

Proposed or Debated: Bulgaria, Norway,
Chile, Italy, Spain, Brazil

Enacted: France (2007), Netherlands (2023),
Hungary (2023), Czech Republic (2023),
Sweden (2024), Latvia (2024)

Textile EPR Worldwide

® Voluntary ® Proposed ® Enacted

© Australian Bureau of Statistics, DSAT for MSFT, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Plac

es, OpenStreetMap, Overture Maps Fundation, TomTom, Zenrin
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New York State Association for
Reduction, Reuse and Recycling

NYSARS3 Textile Council




NYSAR? Textile Council

Our Mission:

- To provide statewide leadership on waste reduction, reuse and recycling issues and practices to improve the
environment.

Our Vision:

- To be an advisory organization for legislative and regulatory matters in reduction, reuse and recycling.
« To promote the recycling and reuse industry to an economically sustainable level.

- To be the essential information resource for reduction, reuse and recycling.

- To promote management practices that integrate reduction, reuse and recycling.

- To be the education and training resource for all aspects of reduction, reuse and recycling.
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Textile Subcommittee Work

Qutreac

h and Education

) New York State Association for
Reduction, Reuse and Recycling

ABOUT  EVENTS  MEMBERSHIP  AWARDS  RESOURCES

Looking for guidar
to recycle unwear.

TEXTILES  ORGANICS ~ GRANTS  LEGISLATIVE ~ CONTACT

Textile Donation Guidance
List of Acceptable Materials
Media Toolkit

Outreach Toolkit

Other Take-Back Programs
What Happens to Donated Clothes and Textiles
Private and Non-Profit Sector Collaboration

@ clothing and household

textiles?

—

Policy and Advocacy
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Textile Waste Reduction
and Recovery Guidance

Looking for what to do with your unwanted clothing, shoes, and other textiles? Don't trash them!
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] Time for a Quiz?
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m New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse and Recyeling Inc.

NYSARS 1971 Western Avenue #1180 Albany, NY 12203

April 25,2025

Honorable Andrea Stawart.Cousins

President Pro Tempore and Majority Leader, New York State Senate
188 State Street

Legisiative Office Buiding, Room 507

Albany, New York 12207

Honorable Carl E. Heastie

speaker, New York state Assembly

188 State Street

Legisiative Office Building, Room 932

Albany, New York 12207

‘Subject: Support for the Textile EPR, Recovery, and Waste Reduction Act (5.3217/A.613)
Dear Speaker Heastie and Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins:

n behalf of the New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse, and Recycling (NYSARS) and the undersigned

we wite to exp Extended Producer (EPR) for textiles,
fostering a more sustainable and circular approach to textile management in New York State.

While we believe certain aspects of the bills language could benefitfrom further refinement, an Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) program for textiles, as proposed in this legislation, will help establish a strong
business case for textile reuse and recydling.

h in the s,
ile: is ger d each year, wi ding up i incinerators. New York, as a leader in
v [ to et a precedent by producer-ed
system that i of-life textiles.
s & my national GO?, and belng h Vs

fashion capital, the influence and impacts of 5.3217/A.6193 are far-reaching. $.3217/A.6193 will ensure that
producers play an acive role i fi o and recycling of texties,
g 'y g ipalit

With appropriate medifications, 5.3217 (Kavanagh)/A.6193 (Kelles), the Textile EPR, Recovery, and Waste
Reduction Act will and enable

WWW.NYSAR3.0RG

STATE OF NEW YORK
217 2025-2026 Regular Sessions
IN SENATE January 24, 2025

Infroduced by Sen. KAVANAGH - read twice and ordered printed, and when printed fo be.
committed to the Committee: on Environmental Conservation AN ACT to amend the.
environmental conservation law, in relation to establishing extended producer
responsibility for texiles

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem ___ bly, do enact as
Tollows:

1 Section 1. Article 27 of the envitonmental conservation law is amended
2 by adding a new fitie 34 to read as follows:

3 TITLE 34

4 EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY FOR TEXTILES
5 Section 27-3401. Definitions.

6 273403 Producer plan.

7 273405 Producer responsibiliies.

8 273407 Retailer, distributor and wholesaler responsibilties.

9 27-3409. Department responsibiliies.

10 27-3411 Labeling requirements.

1 273413 Texiile stewardship advisory board

12 27-3415. Mulli-state cooperation.

13 27-3417 Enforcement and penalties.

14 27-3419 Rules and regulations.

15 §27-3401. Definitions.

16 Forthe purposes of this title, the following terms shall have the

17 following meanings:

18 1 "Apparel" means clothing and accessory items intended for regular

New York State Association for
Reduction, Reuse and Recycling
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Thank You.




