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Why recycle food scra ps?

Regulatory Drivers:

ANYS Food Scraps Recycling Law
Effective 1/1/2022 -Impacts Large Generators of
Food Scraps (more than two tons/week)

ANYS Community Leadership Protection Act (CLCPA) g
Organics diversion is a component

Funding from the NYS DEC Municipal
Food Scraps Recycling Initiatives Grant

(2023)
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Increasing emphasis on organics & N
management programs at the local level po. - @™

A Monroe County Climate Action Plan (CAP) Phase | &Il -

"maximize diversion of organic waste from County facilities
to disposal and beneficial reuse of organic material”

A 2015 Local Solid Waste Management Plan -

Program Strategy #7 - enhance promotion of residential options e
for organics/food waste diversion

A Monroe County Organics Management Plan -

Grant from Climate Smart Commmunities (CSC) Program for
development of organics management plan

Monroe County’s commitment to sustainability is
clear via its Climate Action Plan!




|Purpose of the One - Year Pilot

A Introduce the recovery of organic materials as
rctv"gh" Ogptgg”" Egwpv{ Nu" EI

A Demonstrate the feasibility of food scraps
diversion programs/provide proof of concept for
others to replicate.

A Identify challenges and solutions in
Implementing food waste diversion programs.

» ACollect data to use in the development of
the Monroe County Organics Management
Plan.




Selected Facllities

" A Monroe County Jail
A Monroe County Hospital
A Town of Pittsford

The County jail and hospital were chosen due to their centralized kitchens and
large amount of food scraps generation.

' The Town of Pittsford was chosen because of several favorable characteristics
vjcv"'"yqgwnf "uwrrgtv"vjg"rtqgitcoNu"uweeguu"Kk

Existing Programs L] The Town already had a yard waste collection program

and food scraps collection in place at the Spiegel Pittsford Community Center.
Environmental Initiatives L] Pittsford has a strong track record of environmental
awareness and initiatives.

Population Density L] The relatively higher population density in Pittsford

allowed for a larger pool of participants and easier scalability for the pilot.

Collaboration Willingness L] Pittsford agreed to enter into an Intermunicipal
Agreement (IMA) with Monroe County, which clarified roles and responsibilities,

ensuring smooth implementation and collaboration.

Do o Io Do




Food Scraps Recycler
NATURAL UPCYCLING

A Selected following County Procurement Procedures
A Offered lowest estimated cost
A Authorized NYSDEC organics facility

A Provides approx. fifteen (15) 64-gallon toters for food scrap
collection

A Provides twice a week pick-up from the Town

A Works with other municipalities on similar pilots
(Cities of Buffalo and Canandaigua)



Role of Each Stakeholder

A Provide buckets,
labelling and
sighage

A Pay contracted
hauler for
collection/

transportation

A Develop
educational
materials

A Provide a maximum of
two drop-off locations
onh Town property

A Administer pilot project
to first 500 residents
who register

A Promote and distribute
Mmaterials
(buckets and collateral)

A Secure and maintain
public drop-off point at
Pittsford Dog Park

A Register for program via

Town website; secure
bucket and educational
materials

A Separate food scraps at
home and place In
buckets

A Take buckets to
specified drop-off
location and empty in
totes

A Scan provided QR code
A Answer five questions

each time bucket is
emptied




FOOD SCRAPS
RECYGLING

« Pasta/Rice
« Eggshells/Nutshells
. Bmlerum

NOT ACCEPTABLE

« Plastic Bags
» Plastic Film/Wrap
» Plastic-Coated Food Containers

(i.e Milk Cartons, Ice Cream I:omamrs)

wwwi.townofpittsford.org/food-scraps-recycling (28
www.monroecounty.gav/des-environmentalracycling ’@

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

A| Beginning In Fall 2023, the Tawn of Pitstord and Monroe
County will collaborats on a pliot program for the colfection
of residential food scraps as part of Monroe County’s
Local Solid Waste Management and Climate Action Plans.
500 pro-registored residents of the Town of Pittsford will
be eligibie to participate.

A| Participants naed fo colleci appropriats items from their home
(as listed on the supplied Acceptable Items list) in
the provided five-galion bucket and smply these
contents into the orange toter at the Town's Dog
Park on a regular basis. This site is open daily

during daylight hours. o
Each time residents drop-off, they are asked o scan >
a2 OR code (found on the Jabel of their bucket and at

the drop-off site) and answer a few questions.
This information will help guide future Monros Counly programs.

A| Food scraps witl be transportad regularly by Natural Upcycling
to an anerobic digester — an airtight chamber that uses bacteria
to ‘digest" (break down) the food scraps, which then give
off biogas. The gas is used to ganerats elactricity, which is
sold back to the grid.

Al - Empty your bucket on a regular schedule to prevent odors.
- Rinse your buckst at home afisr emptying .
- Ling your buckst. Untied BioBag® biodegradable bags or
layered paper bags are acceptable.
- Try freezing your food scraps between trips to reduce
odors (use an empty bread bag or other temporary storage).

MORE QUESTIONS?

email: MCOES@monroscounty. gov

www. fownafpltisford. org/Tood-scraps-recyeling

aPﬁnhdm recycled paper

FOOD SGRAPS
REGYGLING

Please scan the QR code each time you drop off
scraps to help us track our progress!
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The Drop - off Area In Pittsford

T DN —

P

)~

o

Seed 1780

Please scan the QR code each time you drop off

BILL SMITH Adam J. Bello
Town Supervisor I County Executive
scraps to help us track our progress!
- & — IR ANS 2
& NOTACCEPTABLE ¢ 77 «— = (@ ks ;‘
« Meat/Fish/Dairy s - Plastic Bags \'\\,,7 J o\ / ‘ » \ ! .
« Fruit/\Vegetables =R i « Plastic Film/Wrap - / > & / 3 j W
+ Shells/Bones L Ny « Plastic-Coated Food Containers LR : -
- Pasta/Rice - ‘) (i.e Milk Cartons, Ice Cream Containers) g A . =
- Eggshells/Nutshells ﬂ\, oy « Styrofoam - BN e 10830 scan the
- Bread/Grains w « Cups (Any Type) A < £ 0 < SCraps 1o hzr:,:ﬂ:" each time yqy, g,
- Leftovers - Glass — 3 > ek our progreygy " Off
« Coffee Grounds/Filters -NO K CUPS Metal
Grease/Liquids

Pet Waste p~€ ‘\\ Y|
Diapers - s

K Cups f‘g ag‘g v /
Soil/Rocks T\ _J e v

- Tea Bags -
« Soiled Paper Bags %

« Kitchen Paper Towels

« Paper Napkins

+ Non-coated Paper Plates

= Approved Compostable Containers Stumps/Branches 5 ey
« Plants/Flowers = Lumber/Fencing
« Jack-O-Lanterns « Yard Waste

Department of

kg www.townofpittsford.org/food-scraps-recycling
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gh Monroe County & Town of Pittsford
&) Pilot Program Survey

Please complete this survey after each trip to the
food scraps drop-off site for the duration of the pilot
program.

1. What is your first and last name?

2. What is your email?

droppe dff your food sc:raps7

N\
p -

5. Please provide any additional
comments below.

| oooooooo

QR Code for Data

Name
Emall

> W e

A REER
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCC .com HERER HEN l

:: lhllllllll"" Date dropped off -
II: l,-, .-':;l v, | How full was your bucket?
"' i -.E::: e p ¥4,12,3/40r FULL

5. Additional Comments

Monroe County will receive
monthly updates from Natural Upcyclmg
based on the number of toters '
collected by location



Key Data & Findings

Food Scraps Collected:
A Monroe County Jail and Monroe County Hospital:
48,100 pounds
A Town of Pittsford:
127,795 pounds

Environmental Impact:
Avoidance of 334.2 tons of CO, emissions
Preventing emissions equivalent to taking
70 gasoline-powered passenger vehicles

off the road for one year and
Preserving around 300 acres of U.S.
forests for one vear.

Total Collection:
175,895 pounds over the 12-month pilot
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(4.5;/5" averaée ra:ting from participanté)



Challenges Encountered

A Minor contamination;
occasional plastic
bags.

A Seasonal spikes in food
scraps, (e.g., post-
Halloween pumpkins)

A Jail’s security
measures led to
Inconsistent food
scraps collection.

A Staff training needed to
ensure proper
separation of pre-
consumer food scraps.

AHeavy materials or
liquids like soup
required specific
handling.

A Requests for bucket
cleaning stations and
curbside collection
options.

~ASite accessibility.

A Addressing
misconceptions and
encouraging
participation.




L essons Learned

A Public education was essential during the program rollout but
declined over time. The QR code was useful in the beginning but
slowed as the program progressed.

A Clear communication and FAQs on acceptable items helped
reduce staff workload.

A Protocols needed for handling inactive participants and addressing
contamination.

A Pre- consumer food scraps were easier to manage.

A Certain materials, such as liquid foods (soup), were difficult to
handle at the MC Hospital.



Lessons Learned

What has worked well:

s
o

What has not worked as well:

&i "‘:{‘-t- i




Recommendations for Replication

A Establish strong partnerships between the participating
municipalities and the County.

A Expand training for staff on proper waste separation.
A Provide clear educational materials to participants.

A Provide periodic updates to participants on program
Impact to maintain engagement.

! A Use pilot programs to test and refine logistics.

A Expand drop - off sites or offer curbside collection to
address convenience concerns.




Next Steps

A Use findings to support the Monroe County Organics
Management Plan.

A Incorporate food scraps collection into City of
Rochester services for Monroe Community Hospital.

A Call to Action: encouraging other municipalities to
adopt similar programs.
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