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Key Learnings

O 1 There are a lot of opportunities to divert
textiles across most of the state, but

diversion rates remain low

02 Despite this, most NYers (95%) say they
divert unwanted textiles at least some of

the time.

03 The truth is that we lack visibility into true

generation and diversion
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We do know that most collected textiles are
exported out of state for aggregation,

sorting, and processing

We also know that approximately 95% of
unwanted textiles are suitable for reuse,

repurposing, or recycling.

And we know that to increase textile
recovery, we need policy, infrastructure, and

education.



NYS HAS ROBUST COLLECTION INFRASTRUCTURE
BUT DIVERSION RATE REMAINS LOW

TEXTILES COLLECTED PER YEAR IN NYS BY CHANNEL NYS DEC MSW TEXTILE WASTE DIVERSION
PROJECTIONS 2023-2050
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0 MOST NEW YORKERS AT LEAST SOMETIMES
DIVERT UNWANTED TEXTILES

HOW OFTEN RESPONDENTS Methods of Disposing of All Unwanted Textile Waste
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NEW YORK'S TEXTILE DIVERSION RATE IS

ELUSIVE

Diversion Rate?
6%: NYS SWMM textile recovery rate

15%: US EPA national textile recovery rate
5-16%: RRS estimate from primary research

90%: NYS 2050 goal
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Incomplete Picture

Estimates do not account for textiles flowing
through informal recovery channels, like donation
bins, charities, thrift stores, peer-to-peer sharing,

online marketplaces, or other informal channels



0 PATHWAYS FOR NEW YORK’S RECOVERED

TEXTILES LEAD OUT OF STATE

Interviews with collectors and aggregators across the state reveal that most collected textiles (with the exception of those sold
directly to consumers at retail thrift) are sent out of state for sorting, grading, processing, and end use (domestic and

international reuse, reclaimed wiping cloth, and recycling).

“For items that cannot be
reused, we partner with a
company [out of state]
that makes insulation. It’s
hard to find those
companies”

“Our offtakers are
sorters/graders and even
domestic thrift stores
(online, brick and mortar)
and online resellers."

“Textiles are aggregated,
baled, and sold; some is
sold domestically, and the
rest is sold
internationally.”

“90-95% of collected
textiles are sold to out-of-
state brokers, wholesales,

and sorters/graders.”

“We sell to some textiles
(like business attire) to
nonprofit partners”

"All bin materials are sold
to sorters/graders where
they are subsequently
baled for export to
Central and South
America.”
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“Export destinations
include Central America,
South America, Mexico,
and the Middle East.”



0 95% OF COLLECTED TEXTILES ARE SUITABILE FOR
REUSE, REPURPOSING, RECYCLING

SUITABILITY OF TEXTILE WASTE IN NYS FOR
MECHANICALAND CHEMICALT2T RECYCLING
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6 RECOMMENDATIONS

To move toward a circular economy for textiles in NYS we need:
* Education
* Policy

e |Infrastructure

Each of these pillars plays a functional role in ensuring that the
public (residents, businesses, organizations, etc.) is aware of
textile diversion opportunities, has convenient access to
options, is incentivized to participate, and has the financial
support for implementation and continuous improvement of

solutions.
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Next Steps

To address data gaps, ongoing research and data
Documenting programs and activities

collection are needed in the following areas.

Tracking informal textile reuse, repair, and
repurposing

Visibility into downstream pathways and ultimate
disposition

Optimal collection and processing systems
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Thank you!

Marisa Adler
madler@recycle.com

Kweku Attafuah-Wadee
kattafuahwadee@esf.edu
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