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https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/4a255e22-49a4-4a56-87a9-eab4585162dd/034d77f8d40ab8c4e1d0?ctid=4278a402-1a9e-4eb9-8414-ffb55a5fcf1e&experience=power-bi

Reuse Events & Repair Cafés

* Practical initial steps for Planning Units/Municipalities:
* Facilitating introduction of Repair Cafés & Reuse Events
 Collaboration with Reuse/Repair Industry
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Reuse Events & Repair
Cafés: Partnership
Benefits

* Lower financial, operational, administrative, and

regulatory burden
 Community engagement and outreach
* Data collection on reuse and repair trends

e Strategic planning for future formalized recovery

systems




Reuse Facilities: Financial and
Contractual Challenges

« Common issues facing Planning Units:

* Limited budgets and rising
operational costs

* High capital investment requirements

* Rigid long-term municipal waste
contracts

* Dependence on privately owned
facilities with material restrictions

* Loss of revenue from diverted bulky
waste (e.g., landfill disposal fees)
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Reuse Facilities:
Potential Interventions

* Publicly Run Waste Services:

* Reuse recovery contracts for bulky items

at existing or new waste facilities

* Example: City of Berkeley (CA) Public-

Private Reusable Partnership



https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool/case-study-berkeley

Reuse Facilities:
Potential Interventions

* Privately Contracted Waste Services:
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 Commercializing reuse recovery and
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exploring viable entry points to resale
markets

Incorporating reuse recovery into broader
sustainability goals (zero waste, GHG
reductions, repair skills development, and
community welfare)

Example: Suez Manchester Reuse Hub
(Greater Manchester, UK)



https://www.suez.co.uk/en-gb/our-offering/success-stories/our-references/the-renew-hub-delivering-re-use-on-an-industrial-scale

Reuse Facilities: Potential
Interventions

e Other Options:
e Public funding for updating existing facilities
for reuse

* Example: Warren County — Reuse Shed at
the Queensbury Transfer Station

e Partnering with local reuse sector and non-
profits

* Example: Seattle Public Utilities reuse
contract with Seattle Goodwill at the
North Transfer Station

» Developing reuse programs that generate cost
savings from waste diversion that can offset
revenue losses from recycling and/or disposal
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https://www.queensbury.net/the-town-of-queensbury-opens-a-reuse-shed-for-residents-at-the-ridge-road-transfer-station/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/about/plans/solid-waste/2022-plan-update#chapter4wastepreventionandreuse

Other Potential Bulky Item Reuse
Interventlons

Curbside Bulky Item Collection Events On-Call Curbside Bulky Item Reuse Collections

e Limited collections (e.g., once a year)
e Notable challenges:
e Damage to exposed reusable bulky items in

e Partnership with non-profits and/or reuse industry

e Potential for collaboration with private junk collection
organizations

e Example: City of Bloomington (MN) Bulky Item Collection

unf avorable weather conditions service provided by non-profit, Better Futures Minnesota

e Likely requirement for additional CAPEX and
OPEX
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https://betterfuturesminnesota.com/curbside-collections/

Environmental Justice & Economic
Development

* Promote environmental justice at
the local level by:

* Advancing local material reuse

* Providing (in)direct jobs and
skills training opportunities

* Reducing air pollution
associated with municipal
waste incineration
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https://ourfiniteworld.com/2019/10/02/understanding-why-the-green-new-deal-wont-really-work/comment-page-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

Thank you!

Kathryn Walker
kiwalker@esf.edu

Kweku Attafuah-Wadee
kattafuahwadee@esf.edu
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