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New Laws – Food Donation and Food Scraps Recycling
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Food Donation and 
Food Scraps Recycling Law

• Current law: Businesses and institutions generating an annual average of two tons of 

waste food per week or more must…

• Donate excess edible food to the maximum extent practicable; and

• Recycle all remaining food scraps if they are within 25 miles of an organics recycler

• Expansion (NEW)

January 1, 2027

• Generators covered at 1 ton per week

• Recycling mileage requirement increasing to 50 miles

January 1, 2029

• Generators covered at ½ ton per week



New Laws – Polystyrene Foam Coolers
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Expanded Polystyrene Foam Ban 
Amendment for Cold Storage - Title 30 

• Beginning January 1, 2026 EPS containers banned for use for cold 

storage including coolers.

• Manufacturers, stores, covered food service providers can’t sell or 

distribute

• Doesn’t apply to EPS foam wholly encapsulated or encased in a 

durable container (e.g. reusable coolers)

• Exemptions for drugs/medical devices, laboratory testing 



Anticipated Regulations – P367
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Part 367 Returnable Beverage Container 
(Bottle Bill) Rulemaking

• Proposed regulations out for public comment summer/fall 2025 (anticipated)

• Would make regulations consistent with amendments to the law and incorporate 

input from stakeholders

• Would help prevent fraudulent activities 

• Would provide clarity on the roles and responsibilities of the regulated community 

throughout the redemption process

• Would include operating and reporting requirements for redemption centers and 

contracted agents that operate on behalf of deposit initiators



Packaging and Paper EPR
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Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
Packaging and Printed Paper 

• Six states (i.e., Maine, Oregon, Colorado, California, Minnesota, & Maryland) have passed EPR 
for packaging, with Washington poised to become 7th this year. 

• In New York, we have had several years of legislative proposals and this session there are two 
proposals.

• Why EPR for packaging? Municipalities are struggling to manage these materials and markets 
are lacking. EPR would place the primary financial and managerial responsibility for the 
environmentally responsible end-of-life management on those placing packaging into the 
marketplace. 

• Effective EPR for packaging legislation will also increase recycling rates, build markets for PCR 
content, create and sustain green sector jobs, and incentivize producers to design less toxic and 
more recyclable materials.

• All EPR for packaging programs passed thus far have been preceded by a Needs 
Assessment…



Needs Assessment
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New York State Recycling System Needs 
Assessment

DEC has tasked the Center for Sustainable Materials Management (CSMM) at SUNY ESF, with conducting 

a needs assessment of the state’s recycling system for residential, commercial, and institutional materials. 

CSMM is working with Resource Recycling Systems, Inc. to complete this project. 



Carpet EPR
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Carpet Collection Program EPR Law (ECL, 
Article 27, Title 33)

• Anticipated 7/1/26 program launch

• Requires convenient, producer-funded collection of 

broadloom carpet, carpet tile, carpet 

padding/underlayment, and artificial turf (first in the 

nation!) from consumers and installers

• NYCRR Subpart 368-4 Regulations currently under 

development, with a pre-rulemaking stakeholder 

meeting scheduled for 6/11/25

• Visit DEC’s Carpet Recycling webpage for more 

information on the law, or to register for the virtual 

stakeholder meeting

https://dec.ny.gov/environmental-protection/recycling-composting/carpet


Biosolids

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 8

PFAS in Biosolids

• Current Ongoing Actions

• Program Policy DMM-7 (for biosolids sources) 

• Sampling studies at WRRFs ongoing (SUNY ESF and 3rd party lab)

• Commenting on EPA’s draft risk assessment and future policy/rulemaking decisions

• Future Considerations

• PFAS source track down program at WRRFs with DOW’s TOGS 1.3.14

• Biosolids Products – considering policy to assess products for PFAS 

• Historic Land Application Site – considering steps to investigate soil & groundwater at sites



Source Reduction
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Source/Toxics Reduction

• PFAS in Food Packaging included in Hazardous Packaging Act

• PFAS in Apparel Law

• PFAS in AFFF

• PFAS in Carpet (under Carpet EPR Law) – effective December 31, 2026

• PFAS in fire fighting PPE (adopted in FY 2025/2026 budget) – effective January 1, 2028

• 1,4-Dioxane Law – Restriction on Cleaning, Personal Care and Cosmetic products

• Flame Retardants in Electronic Displays, Furniture and Mattresses Law (Restriction provisions)

• Coal Tar in Pavement Sealers Law
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