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John and Doug Casella

Who We Are

Data as of 8/1/23

Casella, headquartered in Rutland, Vermont, is one of the most experienced fully integrated 
resource management companies in the Eastern United States. Founded in 1975 as a single truck 
collection service, Casella employs over 5,000 people. In addition, we serve as the largest 
recycler in the Eastern United States, recovering over 1 million tons of recyclables and nearly 
360,000 tons of organic residuals each year. With a clear strategy to serve our customers with 
integrated services, we continue to lead the solid waste industry with an innovative business 
model that creates sustainable value beyond the traditional waste disposal model. 

Our operations include over 200 owned and/or operated facilities spanning from Maine to 
Maryland, delivering services to residential, commercial, municipal, industrial, and institutional 
customers. We service nearly 2 million customers in our Eastern United States operating footprint 
and provide professional resource management services to customers across North America. 

5K+
EMPLOYEES

2.3K+
COLLECTION VEHICLES

1.4M+
TONS RECYCLED PER YEAR

5.6x
NET CLIMATE BENEFIT FACTOR  



Our Locations

We have grown our operations to include over 170 owned 
and/or operated facilities spanning from Maine to Maryland, 
delivering services to residential, commercial, municipal, 
industrial, and institutional customers. We service over 1.8 
million customers in our operating footprint and provide 
professional resource management services to customers 
located across 44 states.
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Challenges of Operations - Recycling Cross Fire
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External Communications
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Targeted 
Education

News 
Coverage

https://youtu.be/TBs3mlh0dnw
https://youtu.be/3AHagQBjpAs
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• In case of contact with electrolyte, gases, or combustion byproduct 
from a lithium battery or lithium-ion battery release: 

• Immediately flush eyes with a direct stream of water for at least 15 
minutes and seek immediate attention

• Flush skin with cool water or shower for at least 15 minutes and seek 
medical attention

• Move to fresh air and monitor breathing and circulation. Take 
appropriate first aid or CPR actions as necessary and seek immediate 
medical attention

Know what to do in case of a Lithium-Ion Battery Fire

MRF Operations – Key Guidance

• Job Specific Training on -

• Fire Precautions

• Hot Load Policy 

• Inbound for Landfills, Transfer Stations and MRFs

• Lead Acid Battery Safety 

• Battery Disconnects

• Incident Reviews 

• 3rd Party Vendors for Appropriate Handling

Safe Work Practices
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Battery Fires – Legislative Outlook

Challenges
• Lithium-ion batteries are ubiquitous
• Public awareness is extremely limited
• Battery detection and fire suppression technology is still 

emerging
• Recyclers and haulers bear the costs and risks to employee 

safety

Recent/Pending Legislation (examples)
• NH HB1386 added lithium-ion batteries to the state’s existing 

battery disposal ban
• Helps to raise awareness
• Status: Passed August 2024

• PA HB 2241 would require producers to participate in approved 
battery stewardship plan and fund a battery stewardship 
organization
• EPR approach to influence the economics of the problem
• Status: Referred to Senate Committee

• NY - A.4641/S.73 passed Senate, delivered to Assembly
• MA - H.9681/S.556 currently in Joint Environment & Natural 

Resources Committee. Hearing held 5/6.

Laws in place Bills pending

California California

Florida (storage) Colorado

Illinois Connecticut

Maine Hawaii

Maryland (study) Iowa

Minnesota Massachusetts

New Jersey Missouri

NH (disposal ban) Nebraska

NY (safety 
awareness)

New York

Washington Oregon

Vermont Pennsylvania

Washington DC

Lithium-ion Battery Laws
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▪ Since 2022, we have identified 101 fires that we believe are a result of batteries. 

▪ Of the 101 fires determined to be caused by batteries, 23% of them have been confirmed to be 
from Lithium Batteries. Up to 50% of those fires did not have a direct battery found but the 
characteristics of the event lead the team to determine a battery was a likely cause. 

Lithium Batteries – Frequency at Casella MRFs
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Common Events – Lithium Batteries

Operators notice smoke 
coming from the baler, 
they pushed the bale 
outside and soaked it 

down.

Operator found small fire 
in the paper bunker and 
removed it to a 30-yard 

container outside.

Operator notice a small 
fire on the tip room floor, 

they remove a battery to a 
roll off container.

Operator noticed smoke in 
the glass bunker, pulled 

the can out of the bunker 
and extinguished the fire.

Loader operator notice a 
small fire on the tip floor, 

the pile was dragged 
outside, separated and 

extinguished.
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Examples from the Field – Dyson Vacuum in a Scrap Metal Pile
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Examples from the Field – Computer Component on the Sort Line
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Examples from the Field – Drum Feeder
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Emerging Technology – X-Ray Applications in MRFS

• X-ray Detection 

–At the scale 

–At the truck 

–On the infeed

• FM Approval 

• UL Rating

• Vendors On Market 

–Visia

–Battery Detection Solutions

–Linev Systems

–VESDA

casella.com  •  13
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There’s a fire blanket to cover a battery if it’s burning gloves to handle it safety 
glasses.

State of Recycling – May 2025



To learn more, please visit casella.com
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Thank You!


