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Crash course in the value of EPR...
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packaging beyond the
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to postconsumer reuse,
recycling, or safe disposal.

Consumer
buys

EXTENDED PRODUCER
RESPONSIBILITY (EPR)

Consumer
discards
responsibly

Reprocessor

Material
collected

Residual

Exporting Wacto



What is the problem?

Waste accounts for 12% of NY GHG emissions
We are missing out:

* 85% of the waste stream is made up of
recyclables, but we Recycle only 17%.

 All. That. Packaging! 40% of MSW is
product packaging
* Paper 65%, Plastic 15%, Glass 9% and
Metals 7%

* 40-50% of all plastics used are single
use.

Our recycling programs are expensive,
inefficient, fragmented and bureaucratic.

e Local Governments are in trouble! Who
bears the cost of managing?
* $250-300 million annually.




Is there a breaking
point?

$4,000

$2,000

Value of Recycling: Expense to dispose compared to expenese to process

North Tonawanda, NY
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Solving Recycling’s Big Problem with
Packaging EPR:

The NYPSC is a local government advocacy group and we
support a New York Packaging Bill that obliterates the
status quo:

» Provide relief for struggling local recycling programs by
shifting financial obligation from taxpayers,

» Enhance convenience and access for all,

» Promote sustainable design, Incentivize the reduction of
waste, Make packaging more recyclable and boost
demand for recycled content,

» Create financial incentive to generate less packaging and
use non-toxic, reusable and easier to recycle materials.

» Modernize New York’s recycling system

» Triple stagnant recycling rates across the state
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Packaging EPR evolution
EEER (Glick) Hochul)

Covers all paper, plastic, glass
metal and multi-material

Products packaging including paper

products and single-use plastics.

Year Senate | Assembly | Whyit | Notes

All residential units and local

. ) . Covered agencies and,/or institutions that
Actlon Actlon Dled Entities have historically received services
provided by the municipality.
Provide collection services at

2019/2020 S.7718 A.9790 Nosameas Only plastic, a lot of direct DEC st

Kaminsky Engelbright oversite COMVEmIENEE | astruchure nd add services 25
y
needed.
Producers propose municipal and
2020/2021 S.1185 No Assembly  Governor Change, Assembly Reimbursement | privatvenor e
Kaminsky movement did not encourages Environmental e R
engage community to pull together G%:Eﬂ;:’m e Do
. . . a(;:'ga:iuzaﬁﬁ Establish an Advisory Council with
2022 BUDGET  A.10184 Assembly  Extensive 3-way negotiations Structure | reps from Emvironmental ustice
BILL! Close  introduced did not “ popultions 1 milten.
to 8’1185 5 10 22 Financing 55;1}31:;?::3:::3-;;?::;;?:5
on / / * enga‘ge adequate reserve,
. . . Producers reimburse for costs of
2023 BUDGET Assembly  Extensive 3-way negotiations Funding | recyeing collcton and procesing
BILL' . Allocation services or, if municipality opts
& d]_d not not to provide, contracts for

service. Includes public education.

engage

2024 S.4246B A.5322B still alive.  Paper, PRO and the Governor.
Labor and Industry, too.

Disposal of non-recyclable
Packaging
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Toxics Reduction

AR AN ENEN ENIENRN

50% in 10

Packaging Reduction / Design for | 30% in 12 years | years (non 15% in 10
Design for Environment reuseable years
Envir t packaging]

Glass 350, Set increasing | 35% recovery/
Paper Carryout rates for 23% recycling
Bags 40%, packaging in 5 years.

Recycling or Post Consumer Plastic Trash beingrecyled | Rates increase
Content Goals Bagz20%in2 | orcontaining | 10% every5S
years recycled years.
content.

Definition of Excludes Energy Recovery or
Recycling Generation / / /




What has been the

challenge?
|
1. The volume of the Local Government voice
2. Opponents will say anything
. Battling through poor, unsubstantiated data and
misconceptions. But we now have the needs
assessment!
3. Unifying the environmental community
. Compromise and continuity up until there isn’t.
. Special interest Hijacking
4. What is happening in the Assembly?
5. Can it possibly get any scarier?

. Inaction
. The rise of the Bigger Better Bottle Bill




Get involved

Download our Municipal ToolKkit:
WWW.NYypSC.org

Dawn Timm, Director: Division of Environmental/Solid Waste
NYPSC Chair

(716) 439-7242

dawn.timm@niagaracounty.com
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