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How many PFAS 
chemicals are 

there?

Nearly 15,000
(US EPA, CompTox Chemicals Dashboard v2.4.1)



Information on PFAS is constantly 
changing

Compound Final MCLG
Final MCL (enforceable 
levels - Drinking Water)

PFOA Zero
4.0 parts per trillion (ppt) 
(also expressed as ng/L)

PFOS Zero 4.0 ppt

PFHxS 10 ppt 10 ppt

PFNA 10 ppt 10 ppt

HFPO-DA (commonly 
known as GenX 
Chemicals)

10 ppt 10 ppt

Mixtures containing two 
or more of PFHxS, PFNA, 
HFPO-DA, and PFBS

1 (unitless)
Hazard Index

1 (unitless)
Hazard Index
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What properties of 
PFAS make it desirable 

for certain products?
Heatproof, grease / stain 

resistant, waterproof, non-stick
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The cycle of PFAS
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The cycle of PFAS
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The cycle of PFAS
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The cycle of PFAS



Outreach to Wastewater & Material 
Professionals

• Via Email and Zoom

• Response: 

+ 2 Materials Professionals

+ 2 Wastewater Professionals

+ 1 PFAS Expert
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Materials Feedback

• Waiting on EPA and NYS DEC Regulations 

prior to implementing removal technologies

• Passive receivers

• Need to do a better job regulating and 

diverting (PFAS) upstream at the point of 

generation and consumption
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Image Credit: https://www.tetratech.com/insights/when-temperatures-rise-the-challenges-of-hot-
landfills/



Questions: PFAS EFCN Webinars

• Webinar Series: PFAS Today, Tomorrow, and Forever

• 1,527 attendees across 4 webinars

• Gathering Audience Feedback

+ Webinar Q&A

+ Post-Webinar Questionnaire

+ 96 Questions
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Primary Topics of Interest

• Acronyms – Clarify definitions

• Biosolids

• CERCLA

• Cost – Sampling, Treatment, Compliance

• Exposure / Toxicity

• Funding

• Regulation

• Testing

• Treatment

• Production and Products
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Which were the 
most common?



Primary Topics of Interest

• Treatment

• Regulation

• Testing

• Biosolids

• CERCLA

• Cost – Sampling, Treatment, Compliance

• Exposure / Toxicity

• Funding

• Acronyms – Clarify definitions

• Production
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Treatment

• Disposal of residual collected via 

treatment (hazardous waste?)

• Incineration / destructive technology 

options

• Pros and cons of different treatment 

options
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Image Credit: https://napier-reid.com/products/granular-activated-carbon-gac-systems/



Regulation

• CERCLA - liability

• Bottled water

• Setting MCLs for other PFAS 

chemicals

• Regulations outside the US
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Image Credit: https://www.aclaritywater.com/blog/landfill-leachate/



Testing

• Which testing method to use

• Costs, funding, requirements, and labs

• Process of sampling to mitigate 

contamination
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Image Credit: https://www.cwea.org/news/pfas-biosolids-what-you-
need-to-know/



Resource Development

1. Funding

2. FAQ Card

3. Lifecycle Resources
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What is PFAS...What is 
UCMR5...What is 
GENX...????

Are PFAS chemicals 
still being used?

How much is the 
MCL?

Can you 
mitigate PFAS 
in your 
personal life?

Why is PFAS 

harmful or 

dangerous?

Has there been 
testing on sewage 
biosolids? What 
additional treatment is 
foreseen for 
biosolids?



Resource Development

1. Funding

2. FAQ Card

3.Lifecycle Resources
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Life Cycle Resources Page
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We’d love to hear your thoughts!

• Gather more questions from audience – whoova poll
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Additional questions or topics of interest about PFAS: regulations, 
testing, funding, etc?

Submit them in:
1. The WHOOVA app, 
2. On a paper slip, or 
3. Via my email: lamarkle@syr.edu

Your thoughts or concerns will be kept anonymous.

If you feel comfortable sharing a question out loud, please 
feel free to do so now!

mailto:Lamarkle@syr.edu

