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PFAS are in  
everything!



EPA

• Final CERCLA (Superfund) Hazardous Substance Designation for PFOA/PFOS – May 2024

• Joint and several - Any PRP may be held liable for the entire cleanup of the site

• Retroactive 

• Strict – A PRP that sent some amount of the hazardous waste found at the site is liable.

• Final National Drinking Water Regulation for Certain PFAS – April 2024

• MCL for PFOA/PFOS at 4 ppt each; PFNA, PFHxS, PFBS & GenX - combined hazard index 1.0 per proposed

• Added MCLs for PFNA & PFHxS at 10 ppt each

• Pending proposed National Effluent Limits and Pretreatment Standards for Landfills 

• Released Final Effluent Guidelines Program Plan 15 January 2023

• Determined PFAS limits for landfill leachate are “warranted” - Estimated proposed rule mid-2025

• Other 

• RCRA Hazardous Constituent Listing for nine PFAS including: PFOA/PFOS/PFBS & GenX – Proposed rule; 
NWRA submitted comments April 2024

https://www.regulations.gov/document/EPA-HQ-OLEM-2019-0341-0831
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/26/2024-07773/pfas-national-primary-drinking-water-regulation
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-01/11143_ELG%20Plan%2015_508.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/02/08/2024-02324/listing-of-specific-pfas-as-hazardous-constituents


EPA CERCLA PFAS 
enforcement discretion
April 2024

EPA does not intend to pursue, based on 
equitable factors, PFAS response actions or 
costs under CERCLA against the following 
parties:

• Community water systems and publicly 
owned treatment works (POTWs);

• Municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4s);

• Publicly owned/operated municipal solid 
waste landfills;

• Publicly owned airports and local fire 
departments; and

• Farms where biosolids are applied to the 
land.

EPA will exercise its enforcement discretion to not pursue additional 
entities for PFAS response actions or costs under CERCLA, informed by 
the totality of the following factors:

(1) Whether the entity is a state, local, or Tribal government, or works on 
behalf of or conducts a service that otherwise would be performed by a 
state, local, or Tribal government.

(2) Whether the entity performs a public service role in:

• Providing safe drinking water;

• Handling of municipal solid waste;

• Treating or managing stormwater or wastewater;

• Disposing of, arranging for the disposal of, or reactivating 
pollution control residuals (e.g., municipal biosolids and activated 
carbon filters);

• Ensuring beneficial application of products from the wastewater 
treatment process as a fertilizer substitute or soil conditioner; or

• Performing emergency fire suppression services.

(3) Whether the entity manufactured PFAS or used PFAS as part of an 
industrial process.

(4) Whether, and to what degree, the entity is actively involved in the 
use, storage, treatment, transport, or disposal of PFAS.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/pfas-enforcement-discretion-settlement-policy-cercla.pdf


Federal - legislative

• Seeking narrow exemption for passive 
receivers for PFAS regulated by CERCLA

• Senators Lummis, Boozman, Cramer, 
Ricketts, Mulling, Sullivan & Graham –
“Resource Management PFAS Liability 
Protection Act”

• Senators Capito & Carper – draft PFAS 
legislation – did not include 
exemption but industry commented

• Closed meeting held – November 
2023

• EPW hearing: Examining PFAS as 
hazardous substances – March 2024

https://www.lummis.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/KAT23419-Resource-Management.pdf
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2023/6/stakeholder-comment-on-draft-pfas-legislation
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2024/3/examining-pfas-as-hazardous-substances


EPA

• April 2024 - Interim Guidance on 
Destruction or Disposal of PFAS

• Identifies more protective 
technologies: 
• Underground injection
• HW landfills
• HW combustion

• Draft – comments due 10/15/24

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/16/2024-08064/interim-pfas-destruction-and-disposal-guidance-notice-of-availability-for-public-comment


EPA



Industry studies

• NWRA Carolinas Chapter – Collective Study of PFAS and 1,4 Dioxane in landfill 
leachate and estimated influence on wastewater treatment plant facility influent 
– March 10, 2020

• Michigan Waste & Recycling Association - Statewide Study on Landfill Leachate 
PFOA and PFOS Impact on Water Resource Recovery Facility Influent – March 6, 
2019

• New England Waste Services of Vermont – PFAS waste source testing report
October 2019

https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Waste%20Management/DWM/NC-Collective-Study-Rpt-03-10-2020.pdf
https://www.bridgemi.com/sites/default/files/mwra-technical-report.pdf
https://anrweb.vt.gov/PubDocs/DEC/SolidWaste/OL510/OL510%202019.10.15%20NEWSVT%20PFAS%20Source%20Testing%20Rpt%20-%20Final.pdf


NWRA 
resources
• PFAS CERCLA MYTHS –

TALKING POINTS
• PFAS CONCENTRATION & 

EXPOSURES FACT SHEET

https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Passive-Receivers-Myth-Talking-Points-.pdf
https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PFAS-Concentrations-Exposures-Factsheet_FINAL_Nov-20228.pdf
https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Passive-Receivers-Myth-Talking-Points-.pdf
https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PFAS-Concentrations-Exposures-Factsheet_FINAL_Nov-20228.pdf


Passive 
receivers

PASSIVE RECEIVERS COALITION LETTER

https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/230424_Joint-PFAS-Receivers-Letter-on-CERCLA_FINAL.pdf
https://wasterecycling.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/230424_Joint-PFAS-Receivers-Letter-on-CERCLA_FINAL.pdf


PFAS 
Pretreatment
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PFAS Pilots and Pretreatment Efforts 
 

 
Introduction: Innovative PFAS pretreatment technologies are now in varying stages of testing, 
development, and scale. Many leading landfill operators are proactively and responsibly 
piloting a range of potential pretreatment solutions. The following summarizes a sampling of 
recent and ongoing efforts. 
 

 
Treatment Process: Foam fractionation 
Foam fractionation (FF) is an adsorptive bubble separation technique that can remove 
compounds such as PFAS that have surfactant characteristics. Surfactants tend to adsorb onto 
the surface of rising bubbles (i.e., air–water interfaces). The technique of FF is long established 
and has been used for separation and recovery of proteins, enzymes and surfactant type 
compounds. 
 
1. Location: Coventry, VT 

Facility: NEWSVT Landfill 
In early testing in August 2023, 94-99% removal of targeted compounds was achieved at peak 
treatment, resulting in combined VT-5 PFAS compound levels less than 100 ppt. Currently in 
shake-down mode, the operator is treating as much leachate as it can, while adjusting the 
system setpoints and troubleshooting mechanical challenges. Currently the maximum 
throughput in a 24-hour period has been 51,000 gallons. It is currently too early to tell what 
treatment levels can be attained with a full-scale system. 

 
2. Location: Grand Rapids, MI 

Facility: Central Landfill 
In early 2023, the operator shipped out a 5-gallon bucket of leachate from the landfill to 
different FF vendors. During that demonstration they were able to achieve greater than 90-
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