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Fires
• The safety of people will always be our
first priority. “Everyone goes home”
• We have suffered multiple fires each
year, all of which involved company
assets, equipment and facilities.
• Fortunately, we have not suffered any
loss of life. Not only did these fires cause
significant damage to company assets,
they also caused disruption to our
business, deterioration in service to our
customers and actual loss of income.
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Fires Continued
• Often, losses of this type and/or magnitude are avoidable, making their
occurrence simply unacceptable. Given the quantity and nature of the
many recent fires in the industry , we must heighten our sensitivity to
fire prevention within the company.
• It only makes sense that we do everything reasonably possible to
prevent a fire from starting.
On the following pages are prevention methods that are not to be taken
simply as suggestions, but as operational requirements for the protection
of life and property.
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BATTERY DISCONNECTS
• All vehicles and heavy equipment must be
equipped with battery disconnect switches.
These switches must be placed in the “OFF”
position when the vehicle is not in use.
Ensuring that the disconnect is in the “OFF”
position is a standard part of all
post-trip inspections.
• A warning light near the battery box or a
rotating amber light on top of the cab, which
will stay on if the battery disconnect switch is in the ‘ON’ position is required on
all equipment. This light will make the process of identifying vehicles with a
battery disconnect switch in the ‘ON’ position easier.
• Unless directed by the manufacturer, you cannot bypass the battery disconnect
switch for the operation of equipment!
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EQUIPMENT AND TRUCK PARKING
• All rolling equipment (wheel loaders,
excavators) must not be stored inside a
building after normal operating hours unless
maintenance is being done and the batteries
are disconnected or removed.
• This equipment must be parked outside the
building and secured (keys removed, windows
closed, doors locked, battery disconnect turned off).
• Where possible, keep equipment at least 50 feet away from
any building.
• Skid steers and forklifts should also be stored outside the
building if the equipment is not open to the weather (e.g.,
windows and closed cage rollover protection).
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Parking of Heavy Equipment & Fuel Trucks:
• All fuel trucks must be parked 100 feet away from other equipment or
combustible structures and on a non-combustible surface.
• Compactors, Dozers, Backhoes and other equipment must be parked
50 feet apart and staggered by equipment type. They can also be
parked in different locations on the tip face.
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Winter Parking:
• Plug in units must be inspected daily, including the cords, outlets and
powers systems for the equipment block heaters.
• Cords must be stored properly and hung up. Cords may not be allowed
to lay or freeze on the ground.
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GENERAL PRECAUTIONS
• Smoking is prohibited in all areas other than those designated for that propose
• Inspect all equipment for leaks before operating and inspect again at the end of the shift.
• Be aware of intermittent electrical issues and gauges that do not read properly. These can
be a precursor to electrical issues that can start fires.
• Clean in around your cabs, packer areas and engine compartments. Do not allow trash or
oil to collect.
• All fires must be properly documented and reported to your Regional Safety Manager.
• Failure to follow these required practices may lead to disciplinary action up to, and
including, loss of employment.
• Safety is a legitimate personal expectation and a constant individual responsibility.
Personnel at all organizational levels need to commit to, and focus on executing, the
established policies and procedures that have been specifically designed to provide a safe
work environment.
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Inspect Your Extinguishers
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Equipment Extinguisher
• All equipment must have at
least one 20 lb. extinguisher,
two if they will fit.
• All fire suppression in our heavy
equipment must be inspected
by a third-party each quarter.
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Fuel Storage
• All fuels must be stored in approved metal containers to prevent fire
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Fire in a Packer Truck

• 12

Fire in a Packer Truck Continued
• When you first see fire or
smoke pull over safely in an
open safe area
• Call dispatch
• Pack the load
• Use your extinguisher on
visible fire
• If no visible fire from the load
after packing hold on ejecting
load, wait for FD
• But if you see fire, and its safe
Dump the load
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Other issues
• Cell phone other equipment
plugged in
• Smoking in the equipment
• DVIRs
• PMs
• Cleaning of Equipment
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QUESTIONS?
Contact Michael Hughes: e. michael.hughes@casella.com • p. 802-772-2298

Thank you!

To learn more, please visit:

casella.com
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