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History of Recycle Right NY

DEC facilitated recycling stakeholder meetings
Established a statewide group of industry professionals
Generated monthly communications materials
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History of Recycle Right NY

Established the NYS Center for SMM at SUNY-ESF
Developed campaign identity and branding
Launched RecycleRightNY.org and social media pages



Main goals of the campaign:

1a.) Inspire more people to recycle
1b.) Recover more recyclable material

2a.) Reduce public recycling confusion
2b.) Decrease recycling contamination
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Confusion
Wishcycling

* Damages equipment
* Injures workers

* Diminishes efficiency
* Increases costs
* Decreases value
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Why are people so confused?

Recycling programs vary significantly across the state
_ack of standardized bins, labels, and communication
_Local recycling information may be difficult to find
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Recycling menus can only have limited information



Major Recycling Program Differences
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NYC Department
of Sanitation

Recycling sign

What To Recycle

ngld Plastic

23 f ?
plastic b
& pouches, or plast c foam
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Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority

Recycling bin

You Can it.
@ it!
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Standardized Bins and Labels
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Recycle Right
NY Website

https://recyclerightny.org/
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WHAT IS “RECYCLE RIGHT NY"?

Have you ever been unsure if something was recyclable or not? If so, you
are not alone! We know that recycling can be confusing. “Recycle Right

NY”is an education and outreach effort informed by more than 100




Local
Guidelines

ALBANY COUNTY JEFFERSON COUNTY ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY
o City KINGS COUNTY (BROOKLYN) SARATOGA COUNTY
County-level links for
1 LEWIS COUNTY SCHENECTADY COUNTY

most of the 63 counties

A-H

J-R

LIVINGSTON COUNTY

S-2Z

SCHOHARIE COUNTY

.. ALLEGANY COUNTY MADISON COUNTY SCHUYLER COUNTY
Some CItIeS towns and MONROE COUNTY SENECA COUNTY
! 4 BRONX COUNTY
Vi | I a g eS a re i n CI u d ed BROOME COUNTY MONTGOMERY COUNTY STEUBEN COUNTY
NASSAU COUNTY SUFFOLK COUNTY
L . k I I . d | . CATTARAUGUS COUNTY
NEW YORK COUNTY SULLIVAN COUNTY
I n S to Oca g u I e I n eS CAYUGA COUNTY (MANHATTAN)
. o TIOGA COUNTY
in one or two clicks SRR NIAGARA COUNTY
TOMPKINS COUNTY
CHENANGO COUNTY ONEIDA COUNTY
Does not yet include lists cLNToN counTy ONONDAGA COUNTY
f . COLUMBIA COUNTY ONTARIO COUNTY WARREN COUNTY
of private haulers e
CORTLAND COUNTY ORANGE COUNTY
WESTCHESTER COUNTY
DUTCHESS COUNTY OSWEGO COUNTY
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Statewide
Recyclopedia

e More than 300 common
household items

 What to do labels and

instructions

* Links to more resources
and information

 Waste reduction and
reuse tips
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NYS Recyclopedia
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Common Recycling Myths

Myth #1 Myth #2 Myth #3 Myth #4

“It has the “It's made of “Whatever, they’ll ”W.hi’g’sl,tthe 't
recycling symbol plastic, so it must sortit out at the potm | WC;”
on it, so it must be recyclable” recycling facility.” ac ual );ge
be recyclable. recyc e
\
&; // ’ &\s —
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onthly Outreach Materials

Check it out!
RecycleRightNY.org
Launching Earth Day

April 22nd, 2021

Check it out!
l!tycleR:ghtHY.org

REF Y‘CL”E RIGHT
Let's Unite and Recycle Right NY!

Check your local recycling guidelines.
Know before you throw.

ggrEcYCEmaT

Let's Unite and
Recycle Right NY!

Check your local recycling guidelines.
Know before you throw.
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Confused about recycling?
You're not alone.

Visit recyclerightny.org

Confused about recycling?
You're not alone.
Visit recyclerightny.org
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Common Contaminants
4 I

V"¢ RECYCLE RIGHT
N NEW YORK




What's next for Recycle Right NY?

* Create new outreach materials (e.g., video content)

* Develop more online resources (e.qg., locator tools)

* Coordinate in-person education (e.g., NYS State Fair)

* Facilitate recycling stakeholder workshops (e.g., markets)
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Quick Communication Tips

Wording

* “Aseptic”

“Styrofoam”

“E-Waste”
“Film”

“Recyclable”
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How are items described?

Resin Descriptors Shape Descriptors

* Plastics #1 - #7 /N * Bottles
* PETE * Jugs
- HDPE /\ » Tubs
( |

e PP e Jars
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What's the main call-to-action?

“Know before
you throw!”

“When in doubt,
throw it out!”
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Outreach

Channels
* Website
* Social media
WENESS
Local events

Public spaces
"“Oops!” tags

Do Not Bag Recyclables
and no garbage

Se
-
_0. ~
< 3

No Food or Liquid
(empty all containers)

No Big Items
(wood, plastic,
furniture, or metal)

RECYCLE MORE OF THESE:

CANS —— CARTONS —— GLASS

Aluminum Food and Bottles

and Steel Cans Beverage and Jars
empty and rinse empty and empty and rinse

replace cap

PAPER

Mixed Paper, Newspaper, Magazines,
and Flattened Cardboard

008

PLASTICS
Kitchen, Laundry, Bath: Bottles and Containers

000

empty and replace cap

V"¢ RECYCLE RIGHT
N\ NEW YORK




?VQ RECYCLE RIGHT
2N NEW YORK

“We can’t recycle our way
out of this problem.”

Communication can’t solve it all.

* Products designed for recyclability
e Infrastructure and technology upgrades
* Development of robust end-markets
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“We can’t recycle our way
out of this problem.” q

Educate beyond recycling.
* Highest and best use of materials

« Waste reduction, reuse, and repair
 Sustainable organics management
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Stay connected!

Website: https://recyclerightny.org/
Social Media: @recyclerightny

Email: info@recyclerightny.org



https://recyclerightny.org/
mailto:info@recyclerightny.org
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