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May 11, 1995 EPA promulgates final Universal Waste Rule

• Waste Batteries

• Pesticides

• Thermostats

July 6, 1999 Fluorescent Lamps added to list

June 12, 2002 Recycling for Electronic Waste and mercury containing 
equipment

August 5, 2002 Mercury containing equipment
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is promoting the safe
reuse and recycling of cathode ray tubes and mercury-containing

equipment. The Agency believes that revising existing regulations for
these growing waste streams will facilitate better collection; lead to

more recycling and less disposal; and will better protect the environment.
It will also help keep mercury and lead out of municipal landfills

and incinerators.
Background

Cathode Ray Tubes (CRTs). CRTs are the video display components of
televisions and computer monitors. CRT glass typically contains enough lead
to be classified as hazardous waste when it’s being recycled or disposed of.
Currently, businesses and other organizations that recycle or dispose of their
CRTs are confused about the applicability of hazardous waste management

requirements to their computer or television monitors. The Agency is proposing
to revise regulations to encourage opportunities to safely collect, reuse, and

recycle CRTs.
Mercury-containing Equipment. Mercury is contained in several types of
instruments that are commonly used by electric utilities, municipalities, and

households. Among others, these devices include barometers, meters, temperature
gauges, pressure gauges, sprinkler system contacts, and parts of coal

conveyor systems. EPA has received data on mercury-containing equipment
since 1995, when it issued the first federal universal waste rule. The Agency

believes that adding mercury-containing devices to the universal waste stream
will facilitate better management of this waste.

Universal wastes are items such as batteries, thermostats, pesticides, and
lamps that are commonly thrown into the trash by households and small

businesses. Handlers of universal wastes follow tailored standards for storing,
transporting, and collecting wastes. These standards are designed to encourage

collection and keep these wastes out of municipal landfills and incinerators.
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More Recycling and Reuse Proposed
For Electronic Wastes and Mercury-
Containing Equipment
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN AN 
ELECTRONIC RECYCLER

8. Can the Recycler provide Inventory Management?

9.  Can the Recycler successfully receive, test, audit and sort the 
material?

10. Does the Recycler remove all property asset tags?

11. Can the Recycler perform successful data destruction on all 
hard drives?

12.Does the Recycler issue Certificates of Recycling that are on 
file with a Regulatory Agency?
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• ELECTRONIC ASSETS ARE INCREASINGLY BECOMING OBSOLETE.
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Wonder 
what else I 

can tear 
up?


