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FACTS ABOUT MAINEFACTS ABOUT MAINE

�� 1.27 Million residents1.27 Million residents

�� 33,215 square miles of land 33,215 square miles of land 

�� 493 Communities (493 Communities (aveave. population 5000). population 5000)

�� About 500 beverage container redemption About 500 beverage container redemption 
facilities available in combination with facilities available in combination with 
retail sales of beveragesretail sales of beverages

�� About 385 ‘standAbout 385 ‘stand--alone’ beverage alone’ beverage 
container redemption centers container redemption centers 



Beverage Container Redemption CenterBeverage Container Redemption Center



WHAT IS MAINE’S BOTTLE BILL?WHAT IS MAINE’S BOTTLE BILL?

�� Adopted in 1975, it first applied only Adopted in 1975, it first applied only 
to carbonated soda and beerto carbonated soda and beer

�� Expanded in 1987 to include wine Expanded in 1987 to include wine 
coolerscoolers

�� Further expanded in 1989 to Further expanded in 1989 to 
include all beverages, including include all beverages, including 
wine and spiritswine and spirits

�� Exempted: dairy products, some Exempted: dairy products, some 
ciders, and certain beverage ciders, and certain beverage 
container materials…container materials…



Spirits ContainersSpirits Containers



Juice ContainersJuice Containers



Water ContainersWater Containers



WHO PAYS, AND WHAT ?WHO PAYS, AND WHAT ?

�� Most containers have a nickel Most containers have a nickel 
deposit. deposit. 

�� Wine & spirits carry a fifteen cent Wine & spirits carry a fifteen cent 
deposit.deposit.

�� A three to three and a half cent A three to three and a half cent 
handling fee is charged per handling fee is charged per 
container.container.

�� Both the deposit and handling Both the deposit and handling 
fee are collected  at point of sale.fee are collected  at point of sale.



WHO PAYS, AND WHAT ? WHO PAYS, AND WHAT ? (cont)(cont)

�� The deposit is returned to the The deposit is returned to the 
consumer when  the beverage consumer when  the beverage 
container is redeemed.        container is redeemed.        

�� The handling fee is paid by the The handling fee is paid by the 
beverage distributor or initiator beverage distributor or initiator 
of deposit to the redemption of deposit to the redemption 
center or retail business.center or retail business.



Benefits of the ‘Bottle Bill’ Benefits of the ‘Bottle Bill’ 
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Bottle Bill ‘issues’….Bottle Bill ‘issues’….

�� OverOver--redemptionredemption

�� Dirty beverage containers Dirty beverage containers 

�� Unidentified beverage distributors Unidentified beverage distributors 

�� Costs of programCosts of program

�� Efforts to expand types of containers Efforts to expand types of containers 
covered, as well as to repeal programcovered, as well as to repeal program

�� Marketing of collected containersMarketing of collected containers

�� Current exemptionsCurrent exemptions



STATUTES & RULESSTATUTES & RULES
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