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The next day, Friday the 13th, on 
a Buffalo street
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Bushes were flatten, branches 
snapped off….
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Looked like a hurricane came 
through, but with snow!
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Transformers fell…
100 Spills were reported
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350,000 Homes Lost Power -
many for up to 8 days
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• Power lines in the back of houses were the 
last to be repaired

• People were plugging generators into 
downed power lines!
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Reinstein Woods
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One of our beautiful Fredrick Law 
Olmsted designed Park
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Another Olmsted Park
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The Clean Up Begins
• Weeks passed but we still woke up to the 

sounds of chain saws and trucks driving by
• Over 7, 000 trees were removed leaving the 

stumps
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• Clean up crews came from all over the 
Country

• Many temporary staging sites were 
established throughout Erie County
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The clean up continued….
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Clean Up after the Initial 
Emergency

• FEMA arrives

• A central command center was established
• The Department made the determination that 

no burning of material would occur
• Erie County conducted Phase I assessments 

at all of the temporary staging sites

• Erie County hired one contractor to manage 
the material and 50 acres of land was leased
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Buffalo, NY

• The former Bethlehem Steel site was 
selected because it had truck, barge and 
rail access.
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Debris Management continues
• Division of Permits developed guidance on 

working in Protected Streams so individual 
permits did not need to be issued 

• Division of Lands & Forests and Solid Materials 
developed fact sheets on advice for tree 
management and handling of storm debris

• Engineers in the Division of Air in Region 9 
made many calls to other States searching for 
reuse options

• Material had to be chipped to reduce the 
volume
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Final 
staging & 
storing  at

former 
Bethlehem 
Steel site
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An Ocean of Wood Chips!
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Lessons Learned

• Dealt with the emergency situation first

• Initial confusion! 
• Satellite storage sites were filled very fast

• Fortunately a good contractor was selected to 
manage the site

• DEC was an asset to the communities

• Transportation costs were the limiting factor 
in finding a reuse option
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ReTree Western NY

• 4,000 trees still need to be removed

• 30,000 trees will be planted over the next 5 years
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Go Sabres

Questions?


